
 

The Adjutant's Report 

 

By Gabe B. Mui, PDVC, Adjutant 

 

Serving as the Adjutant of the Kimlau Post for the past 16 years has been an incredible honor and privilege. 

When I first took on this role, I felt both excitement and apprehension, knowing it demanded immense 

dedication. Over the years, challenges like managing membership fluctuations and coordinating a growing 

calendar of events became opportunities to learn and grow. These experiences honed my skills in organization, 

communication, and problem-solving, strengthening my ability to support our mission and members. 

 

Being the Kimlau Post adjutant is not just a responsibility, it’s an honor. This role aligns with the Legion’s 

mission to support and recognize our veterans, fostering a deep sense of camaraderie and purpose. Working 

alongside dedicated members reinforces the importance of our efforts, whether it’s organizing events, 

strengthening connections, or ensuring veterans receive the recognition they deserve. One of the most 

rewarding aspects is planning events that bring joy, unity, and support to our community. Seeing members 

come together, share stories, and build lasting bonds highlights the power of collective effort. These 

achievements belong to the entire Kimlau Post family, a group committed to serving others. Beyond events, I 

take great pride in maintaining the Post, preserving traditions, and creating a welcoming space for all.  

 

As we celebrate the Post’s 80th anniversary, I feel privileged to be part of its storied history and excited for its 

future. This milestone not only honors our achievements but also those who have shaped our legacy, including 

Chairman Peter Woo, whose kindness, dedication, and leadership continues to inspire us. Serving the Kimlau 

Post has been profoundly rewarding and I am grateful for the opportunity to contribute to its ongoing success.  

 

Past Chairman Peter Woo’s legacy is one of vision, dedication, and compassion. His leadership established a 

strong financial foundation that continues to sustain our mission. Recognizing the need for a permanent home, 

he led the purchase of our headquarters, securing our future. Beyond his financial foresight, Peter Woo fostered 

a culture of camaraderie and care, ensuring every Legionnaire felt valued. His kindness and commitment 

created a lasting sense of belonging that remains central to our post. As we celebrate this milestone, we honor 

those who shaped our journey. Though Peter Woo is no longer with us, his spirit endures in the legacy of 

service, community, and unwavering support for our veterans. 

 

I joined the Kimlau Post Color Guard shortly after becoming a member in 2000, and it has been a profound 

source of pride ever since. More than just marching, it’s about honoring veterans and embodying the spirit of 

service that defines our community. 

 

The Kimlau Post Color Guard has a long and distinguished history, playing a prominent role in Memorial Day 

and Veterans Day parades and maintaining a strong presence at community events. Our dedication has earned 

us recognition; including a cover feature in the New York Department Legion magazine and frequent accolades 

as the best color guard unit in New York County. 

 

However, this proud legacy faces a challenge. As many members age, the future of our tradition depends on the 

next generation stepping forward. To ease the financial burden of participation, the Post offers a uniform 

reimbursement program. Encouragingly, we have welcomed several young members in recent years, whose 

enthusiasm gives us hope for the Color Guard’s continued service. 

 



Being part of the Kimlau Post Color Guard means carrying the weight of history, honoring those who served, 

and demonstrating enduring patriotism. I fully embrace this responsibility and invite others to join us in 

preserving this proud tradition for generations to come. 

 

Reflecting on the past five years, the COVID-19 pandemic stands out as a defining challenge. As we celebrate 

our 80th anniversary, we do so with mixed emotions, remembering how our 75th-anniversary festivities were 

canceled in 2020 due to the pandemic. Following government directives, the Post closed its doors on March 17 

of that year; a difficult but necessary decision to protect the health and safety of our members and the 

community. 

 

The impact of COVID-19 extended into 2021, forcing the cancellation of all activities in the first quarter. Missing 

our 75th-anniversary celebration was disheartening, as it was meant to honor our achievements and strengthen 

our sense of community. The year 2020 will forever be remembered as a time of hardship, when our nation, the 

world, and our Post felt the pandemic’s devastating effects. Aside from essential operations maintained by a 

dedicated few, the Post remained closed to ensure member safety. 

 

The following year and a half presented immense challenges, with lives forever changed and uncertainty 

lingering. Yet, as vaccination rates rose and restrictions eased, a sense of hope emerged. This gradual return to 

normalcy allowed the Post to cautiously resume its operations, marking the beginning of a new chapter. 

 

With the easing of restrictions, we are gradually returning to normal. In May, we held nominations and elections 

for the 2021-2022 Legion Year officers. We were honored to host National Commander Bill Oxford, Jim Troiola 

(a leading candidate for National Commander in 2022-2023), and New York Department Adjutant Jim Casey. 

During their visit, they laid a memorial wreath at the Kimlau Memorial, honoring the sacrifices of Chinese 

American veterans. 

 

Memorial Day was marked with a ceremony at the Kimlau Memorial, though the usual Mott Street parade was 

omitted due to pandemic regulations. Despite the challenges, the Post and its members remained resilient, 

prioritizing safety while adapting to unprecedented times. Now, as we celebrate our 80th anniversary, we look 

forward to renewed activity and a stronger sense of community. 

 

After a delay due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the Chinese-American World War II Veterans Congressional Gold 

Medal presentation for the New York area took place on December 18, 2021. Held at Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Middle 

School in Chinatown, the event honored veterans and their families for their wartime service and sacrifice. To 

comply with New York City's social distancing mandates, the ceremony was divided into three sessions, 

ensuring a safe and meaningful tribute. 

 

The event began with the presentation of colors by the Kimlau Post color guard, followed by an invocation from 

Chaplain Philip Eng. These solemn moments set the stage for a day of gratitude and remembrance. The 

Congressional Gold Medal; the highest civilian honor awarded by the U.S. Congress, was presented to these 

deserving veterans. More than 20,000 Chinese-American men and women served in the U.S. Armed Forces 

during World War II, and this long-overdue recognition paid tribute to their bravery and lasting legacy. 

 

Despite extensive outreach efforts, nearly 40 of our WWII members missed the May 31, 2021, registration 

deadline. Anticipating this, our Post secured additional Congressional Gold Medals before a significant price 

increase to ensure no veteran’s service went unrecognized. On October 20, 2022, we hosted another ceremony 

at the Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium to honor these veterans and present their medals. This event reaffirmed 

our commitment to recognizing all WWII service members, including those who missed the initial application 

deadline, ensuring every local hero received the acknowledgment they deserved. 



 

The Lieutenant Benjamin Ralph Kimlau Memorial, a cherished symbol of Chinese American patriotism in New 

York City, continues to deteriorate. Since its dedication in 1962, it has served as a sacred site for our Post’s 

annual Veterans Day and Memorial Day ceremonies, as well as other community events. In December 2021, 

the Landmarks Preservation Commission recognized its significance by designating it a city landmark, honoring 

the sacrifices of Chinese Americans who fought for freedom and democracy while securing its place in the city’s 

heritage. 

 

Our Post played a pivotal role in achieving this designation, organizing testimony before the Commission and 

rallying community support. While this milestone promises increased care for the memorial, its preservation 

remains uncertain. Despite its landmark status, we remain deeply concerned about its worsening condition, as 

responsibility for upkeep falls under the New York City Parks and Recreation Department. 

 

Currently, the Lt. Kimlau Memorial’s restoration is tied to the redesign of Kimlau Square and the Park Row 

beautification project, an initiative still in the planning stages and unlikely to be completed before 2026. We 

strongly believe the memorial’s restoration should not be delayed further. As a sacred symbol of our community, 

it deserves immediate attention, independent of broader projects. 

 

We urge the New York City Parks and Recreation Department to prioritize its restoration, ensuring this landmark 

receives the respect and care it deserves. The Lt. Kimlau Memorial stands as a testament to the invaluable 

contributions of Chinese Americans and a lasting source of pride for our community. 

 

It has been over two decades since the tragic events of September 11, 2001, a day that forever altered the 

course of history and claimed nearly 3,000 innocent lives. The pain and loss from that day still reverberate 

throughout our nation, and many continue to feel the lasting effects; whether through the loss of loved ones, the 

physical and emotional toll, or the collective trauma that shaped the way we view the world. As we reflect on this 

somber day, we are reminded of the strength and resilience of the American people and the profound sacrifices 

made by countless individuals. 

 

At our Post, we remain dedicated to ensuring that September 11th is never forgotten. It is a day that stands as 

one of the darkest in U.S. history, yet it is also a day that exemplifies the courage, unity, and spirit of our nation 

in the face of unspeakable tragedy. To honor those who perished and those who selflessly risked their lives to 

save others, we continue to hold a candlelight remembrance at Kimlau Square. 

 

This annual event serves as both a solemn tribute and a powerful reminder of the importance of coming 

together as a community. Each year, the candlelight vigil draws attendees from all walks of life; elected officials, 

community leaders, members of the American Legion family, and countless others, who gather to pay their 

respects and ensure that the memory of those lost on that fateful day lives on. 

 

The presence of these leaders highlights the unity that has been a cornerstone of our healing process and 

serves as a testament to the enduring strength of our nation. It is through such acts of remembrance and 

solidarity that we find hope, even in the face of the darkest moments. As we continue this tradition, we reaffirm 

our commitment to honoring the fallen and ensuring that their legacy is never forgotten. 

 

In recent years, one of the key concerns raised by our Post has been the noticeable decline in attendance at the 

annual Post picnic. Recognizing the need for a fresh approach to this beloved tradition, we took decisive action 

during our January 2023 membership meeting. It was at this gathering that we made the decision to rename the 

Post Picnic Committee to the Post Summer Outing Committee. This shift was more than just a name change; it 



was a strategic move to empower the committee with the flexibility to explore new, exciting, and more engaging 

activities that would capture the interest of our members and encourage greater participation. 

 

With this renewed mission, the committee embarked on an extensive period of research and planning. The goal 

was clear: find an activity that not only maintained the spirit of our community events but also appealed to a 

broader range of members. After considering a variety of options, the committee unanimously recommended a 

bold and exciting new idea: a 7-day, 6-night cruise from New York to the stunning island of Bermuda. 

 

This recommendation was met with enthusiasm, and plans were set in motion to organize the cruise, which 

ultimately took place on September 18, 2023. The cruise offered an unforgettable experience, combining the 

opportunity to relax and socialize with breathtaking views, onboard entertainment, and the chance to explore 

Bermuda’s rich culture and beautiful landscapes. The response from members was overwhelmingly positive, 

and the event provided not only a memorable vacation but also a unique bonding experience for all who 

attended.  

 

The 1st District, which includes Bronx and Manhattan Counties, achieved a significant milestone by receiving 

the New York Department Membership Award for attaining 100% membership. This outstanding 

accomplishment earned the district the top spot among the state’s 10 districts at the 104th Department 

Convention in Binghamton last year. This marks a remarkable turnaround for the 1st District, which has 

historically ranked near the bottom in previous years. This achievement serves as a testament to the dedication 

and hard work of everyone who contributed to the membership drive, and we offer our heartfelt gratitude to all 

those involved. 

 

While we celebrate this success, it’s important to remember that the current Legion year is drawing to a close in 

just a few months. Therefore, we must renew our focus and our efforts to reach out to those members who have 

yet to renew their membership. As the nation’s largest veterans’ organization, the American Legion plays a 

crucial role in advocating for veterans’ rights, benefits, and issues. Our collective voice has the power to 

influence policy and create meaningful change for veterans across the country. 

 

Membership in the American Legion is not just about the annual dues; it is recognition of the sacrifices and 

service made to our country. It is a reminder of the price paid to be eligible to join this prestigious organization. 

Beyond the benefits, however, the true value of membership lies in the camaraderie, friendships, and sense of 

community that it fosters among veterans. These connections, built on shared experiences, provide support, 

understanding, and a lasting bond that extends beyond any one year. Together, we can make a powerful impact 

in advocating for the rights and needs of veterans and in providing a space where lasting friendships and 

support can thrive. 

 

We are proud and fully committed to supporting the Legion's youth program, which plays a vital role in shaping 

the future of young individuals. In 2022 and 2023, our Post had the privilege of partnering with the New York 

City Old Guards to sponsor 35 economically disadvantaged students from Fort Hamilton High School, all of 

whom are enrolled in the Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps (JROTC) program. These dedicated cadets 

were given the invaluable opportunity to attend the JROTC Cadet Leadership Challenge summer camp at the 

New York Military Academy. 

 

This six-day camp provided cadets with hands-on experiences designed to cultivate a range of essential life 

skills. The camp’s activities included rappelling, canoeing, obstacle courses, and team-building exercises; each 

one carefully selected to foster leadership, communication, and collaboration. These activities not only 

challenged the students physically but also helped them develop the confidence and resilience needed to 

succeed in future endeavors, both in their academic and personal lives. 



 

The Kimlau Post involvement in the JROTC program also serves a dual purpose, it contributes to military 

recruitment efforts and encouraging the next generation of Legion members. Through initiatives like these, we 

continue to nurture the leaders of tomorrow while strengthening the bond between our community, our youth, 

and our shared legacy of service. 

 

Last year, the families of Wing O. Hom and Kwack K. Woo, two World War II veterans long declared Missing in 

Action, finally found the closure they had been waiting for. Through the use of advanced DNA analysis, the 

remains of these brave men were identified, allowing their families to bring them home after decades of 

uncertainty. 

 

Wing O. Hom’s remains were initially interred in a foreign cemetery, far from his homeland. However, following 

the positive identification of his remains, his family arranged a deeply emotional memorial service in Chinatown. 

The event, which was attended by members of the Kimlau Post; it honored Wing O. Hom's legacy and service to 

the country. His remains were later laid to rest at Greenwood Cemetery, where he was reunited with his parents. 

This solemn ceremony included full military honors, symbolizing the nation's gratitude for his ultimate sacrifice. 

 

Similarly, Kwack K. Woo, a resident of Springfield, Massachusetts, was also identified through DNA analysis. 

His family, along with members of the Kimlau Post, joined forces with the Boston Chinatown Post and Seattle 

Cathay Post to pay their final respects. This collaborative effort highlighted the bonds within the veteran 

community and the deep sense of duty to honor those who fought for their country. 

 

These recent identifications not only provide much-needed closure for the families of Wing O. Hom and Kwack 

K. Woo, but also serve as a powerful reminder of the sacrifices made by our nation's fallen heroes. The stories 

of these veterans underscore the enduring need to remember and honor their contributions, ensuring that their 

legacies live on for future generations. 

 

Our Post was proud to take part every year in the prestigious "America’s Parade," hosted by the United War 

Veterans Council on Fifth Avenue in New York City. Once again we had the incredible honor of leading the 

American Legion New York Department contingent as part of the color guard in the 5th Avenue Veterans Day 

Parade. It was an honor for our Post to be at the forefront of such a significant event, paying tribute to the 

sacrifices made by veterans across the nation. 

 

In addition to our participation in the Fifth Avenue parade, we also hosted our annual Veterans Day Parade in 

Chinatown. For the past eight years, members of the Naval Academy’s Chinese Cultural Club have proudly 

joined us in our parade, and it was a true privilege to welcome them back once again this year. Their continued 

involvement in this tradition highlights the strong bonds of friendship and respect between our communities. 

 

We were also honored to have cadets from the prestigious West Point Military Academy and the United States 

Coast Guard Academy in New London, Connecticut, take part in the parade. The sight of these young men and 

women, dedicated to serving their country, filled us all with pride and admiration. We cherish the friendships 

we’ve built over the years and look forward to honoring the brave men and women who have served our country 

with such dedication. 

 

We extend our heartfelt gratitude to Governor Kathy Hochul and the Department of Veterans’ Services Deputy 

Commissioner Benjamin Pomerance for honoring the members of Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 who served during the 

Vietnam War era. The recognition ceremony, held at Kimlau Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium on 2023 to 

acknowledge the sacrifices of these brave individuals. 

 



The Vietnam War, the longest conflict in American history, was marked by widespread anti-war sentiment and 

deep divisions within the country. Many Americans opposed U.S. involvement in what they viewed as a civil war, 

while others resisted the draft. Even today, debates persist about whether the American effort in Vietnam was a 

misstep, a tragedy, or a necessary endeavor. For the men and women who served, the return home was far 

from a hero’s welcome. Many faced hostility, discrimination, and were often advised not to wear their military 

uniforms to avoid backlash. Over time, however, efforts have been made to correct this injustice and properly 

recognize the courage and dedication of Vietnam Veterans. 

 

Governor Hochul’s acknowledgment of Chinese American Vietnam Veterans represents a significant step 

forward in these efforts. Thirty-seven members of Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 were present to receive a formal 

proclamation honoring their service. We take immense pride in their contributions to the United States Military 

and are deeply thankful for this long-overdue recognition. 

 

Over the past five years, the Post Headquarters has undergone a comprehensive renovation and 

modernization, breathing new life into our historic building. With a legacy spanning more than a century, the 

Post Headquarters has long been a cornerstone of our community. However, years of wear and aging 

infrastructure necessitated critical upgrades to ensure its continued functionality, safety, and compliance with 

modern standards. 

 

One of the most impactful improvements was the overhaul of the heating system. The outdated boiler was 

replaced, significantly enhancing energy efficiency and ensuring a more reliable, consistent heating experience 

during the colder months. This upgrade was essential in maintaining a comfortable environment for all who 

depend on the building. 

 

The elevator was another critical focus of our renovations. The antiquated drum system was replaced with a 

state-of-the-art traction system, aligning with New York City’s safety and operational requirements. This 

modernization not only improved reliability and efficiency but also enhanced accessibility for daily use. 

 

Beyond these major structural enhancements, the utility systems were also modernized. Electric and gas meters 

were upgraded with remote reading technology, streamlining monitoring and billing processes while reducing 

potential errors. Additionally, numerous repairs and reinforcements were undertaken to address general wear 

and tear, ensuring the building remains both functional and resilient. 

 

During the New York Department Convention, held from July 13 to 16 in Binghamton, I was deeply honored to 

be named the 2022 Legionnaire of the Year. This prestigious award is not merely a personal achievement, but a 

reflection of the collective dedication and unwavering support of my fellow members at the Kimlau Post. Their 

encouragement, camaraderie, and shared commitment to service have been instrumental in shaping my journey 

within the American Legion. 

 

I am especially grateful to our mentor, Chairman Peter Woo, whose steadfast leadership and dedication to our 

mission have been a guiding light. His tireless efforts to support veterans and uphold the values of the Legion 

have inspired me to continually strive for excellence. Under his mentorship, I have learned the true meaning of 

service, sacrifice, and the profound impact that a united community can achieve. 

 

Receiving this recognition reinforces my commitment to the principles and mission of the American Legion. It is 

a reminder that service to our veterans, our community, and our nation is a collective effort, one that requires 

dedication, compassion. I look forward to continuing this journey with my fellow Legionnaires, working together 

to uphold the values we cherish and ensuring that the sacrifices of our veterans are never forgotten. 

 



Past Commander Mimi Wang was honored with induction into the New York State Veterans Hall of Fame by 

State Senator Brian Kavanagh. As the first female veteran from the Kimlau Post to receive this prestigious 

recognition, Mimi’s dedication to serving both the nation and her fellow veterans is truly commendable. In 

addition to her leadership as a past Commander of the Kimlau Post, she continues her service as the Chief of 

Nutrition and Food Services at the New York Harbor Veterans Administration Healthcare System. In this role, 

she remains deeply committed to supporting veterans, ensuring they have access to essential benefits such as 

medical care, housing assistance, and nursing home support. 

 

In 2024, the members of the Lt. B. R. Kimlau Chinese Memorial Post 1291 take great pride in celebrating the 

election of our Past Commander, Antonio Chuy, as President of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent 

Association (CCBA). We extend our heartfelt congratulations to Past Commander Chuy on this well-deserved 

achievement. His unwavering dedication; both in military service and in the community, has long been a source 

of inspiration. As a former commander of the Kimlau Post, Antonio has consistently demonstrated outstanding 

leadership and a deep commitment to supporting veterans and the Chinese American community. His election 

to this prestigious role is a testament to his exceptional service and dedication. 

 

The Kimlau Post proudly honors the outstanding achievements of Post Adjutant Gabe Mui, Past Commander 

Mimi Wang, and Past Commander Antonio Chuy. Their dedication and excellence in serving veterans and the 

wider community stand as a true testament to their commitment. 

 

It is hard to believe that my already busy schedule has become even more demanding. My commitment to the 

Kimlau Post continues to be a priority, but my responsibilities have expanded far beyond that. Over the years, 

my dedication to serving the community has only grown stronger, leading me to take on multiple leadership 

roles that contribute to the betterment of Chinatown and beyond. 

 

After completing five one-year terms as the Chairman of the Chinatown Business Improvement District (BID), I 

remain deeply involved as an active board member. My participation extends to several of BID’s key committees, 

where I continue to advocate for the development and prosperity of the local business community. The work at 

BID has always been a passion of mine, as I firmly believe in fostering economic growth and maintaining the 

vibrancy of Chinatown. 

 

In addition to my work with BID, I was recently elected President of the Moy’s Family Association, a role that 

allows me to contribute to the cultural and social preservation of our heritage. It is an honor to lead and support 

my fellow family members and preserving our shared history. 

 

Beyond these commitments, I also serve on the board of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association 

(CCBA), a historic organization dedicated to the welfare of the Chinese community. Furthermore, my 

participation in the Chinatown Connection Working Group and several other organizations allows me to 

collaborate with like-minded individuals who are passionate about strengthening and empowering our 

community. 

 

Despite the challenges of balancing multiple responsibilities, I find fulfillment in knowing that my efforts 

contribute to the betterment of Chinatown and its people. Each role I undertake presents new opportunities to 

make a meaningful impact, and I remain committed to working tirelessly for the community I cherish. 

 

The past five years have been incredibly busy yet profoundly rewarding, and I am deeply grateful for all that we 

have accomplished together. I take immense pride in having contributed to the ongoing success of the Kimlau 

Post. As we prepare to celebrate the Post’s 80th Anniversary, I am reminded that these achievements over the 

past five years were only possible due to the foresight, vision, and solid foundation laid by our past leaders. 



 

Looking ahead, we face the challenge of continuing our journey without the steadfast guidance of Chairman 

Peter Woo, a pillar of strength for decades. This transition demands that we remain strong, united, and fully 

committed to upholding and building upon the legacy entrusted to us. Our success for the next eighty years and 

beyond will depend on this collective effort. 

 

To secure the future of our Post, it is crucial for younger members to step forward and embrace active roles 

within our community. With the significant influx of young veterans who have joined our ranks in recent years, I 

am confident that the future of the Kimlau Post is bright. Together, we will continue to honor our traditions, adapt 

to new challenges, and achieve lasting success. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

幹事報告 
 

梅本立幹事 

 

我感到非常榮幸及有點難以置信我在紐約華裔美國退伍軍人會擔任幹事一職已有十六年的悠長的日子，

記憶中當我接任幹事一職時，在興奮的心情中，也感到有點憂懼，因為幹事職責繁重，不論會中每日的

大小事務，都需幹事策劃及處理，絕不容怠慢。回顧這一段歷程中，幸好自擔任幹事職責後，獲得本會

前任主席及同袍的鼓勵及努力合作，儘管責任重大，在面對每一個困難及各種不同的挑戰下，安然度過，

都算是不功不過，使會務順利發展，更難得的是在這種機會下，能夠吸收更好應對措施及妥善處理方式，

並藉此增長知識。這些年來全力以赴，軍人會業務總算差強人意，頗感自豪。 

 

本會成立八十週年慶典即將來臨，我領略到本會八十年來的一切成就，毫無疑問的如果不是前賢有過人

的遠見及他們貢獻，建下的宏厚基礎是絕對不能達到的。其中最令人敬佩的是本會前任主席伍覺良董事

長，他為人和睦，富有遠見，領導有方，在他全力奉獻及大公無私的服務精神感染下，本會會員都盡力

為發揚會務努力，希望達到更卓越的成就。伍覺良董事長對本會的貢獻，實是不勝枚舉，其中一項令董

事長最感自豪的是在本會初期全不依規劃的財務管理機構，設下了一個健全的財政制度，不但穩定本會

財務及保障財政獨立及明澈，循規蹈矩，本會受益非淺，所以這已實行數十年的財政措施至今仍受到採

用，另一件對軍人會重大貢獻是他辨認本會極需一個合適的會所，他不但把個人已選購的一棟樓宇轉讓

並全力資助，使本會有一個長期會址。伍覺良董事長的貢獻實不限於本會的財政改革，軍人會在他領導

下，各同袍間關懷及友愛，他熱心陪護後輩，提拔新人，使得每一個人都感到尊重及重視，樂意怒力為

本會服務。 

 

自從我參加退伍軍人會不久後，在二零零一年受歡迎加入擁有悠久歷史及向來是本會引以為榮的儀仗隊，

這一直是我感到在軍人會的一項非常自豪的服務工作。這一支威風凜凜及步履整齊，曾經在紐約退伍軍

人總會出版的雜誌封面隊伍，亦是紐約縣退伍軍人會公認的最出色隊伍，他們對於服務社區更是不遺餘

力。這支隊伍不但是軍人會每次舉辦遊行不可缺少，更是遊行隊伍的先鋒部隊，他們不但是本會活動的

主幹成員，亦是每年在紐約州退伍軍人總會參加在曼哈頓五大道由退伍軍人同盟會舉辦的退伍軍人節大

型遊行特別委派的先行隊伍。可惜這隊享譽盛名的儀仗隊近年巳現青黃不接的狀況，隊員們多巳年近花

甲，極需年青一輩會員補充，繼續為本會儀仗隊發揚光大。本會為減輕新隊員購買昂貴的儀仗隊制服，

早已設定補助措施，非常慶幸幾位年青會員響應本會的懇求，願意加入本會極需新血補充的儀仗隊。 

 

在本會全力籌備八十週年紀念慶典之際，不禁令人覺得有點苦樂參半之感，想起五年前因新冠疫情蔓延，

在萬分不捨的情況下，本會為重視會員的安全及健康，同時也需要服從政府的指示，在迫不得已之下取

消這一個會員期待已久的七十五週年紀念慶祝活動。在疫情持續的一段悠長的過程中可以說是我們生命

中最富挑戰及困難渡過的時刻，而且有不少人因為種種的遭遇及傷痛的影響永遠改變了人生，每一個人

都常帶著空前的焦慮及恐懼，本會一切運作亦沒法進行。幸好在這一年多的時間內，越來越多民眾已經

接種疫苗，因此美國疫病管制處調整聚集規定，我們的生活也逐漸回復正常，本會亦按步舉辦各項活動。

新一屆職員提名及選舉依規定進行，繼有美國退伍軍人全國總會主席席比爾、牛津，二二年至二三年美

國退伍軍人全國總會主席候選人占、署奧拉及紐約州退伍軍人總會幹事占、凱斯聯同拜訪本會，並在劉

錦忠烈坊獻花致敬為捍衛國家自由民主而犧牲的華裔英雄。本會亦於國殤紀念日在劉錦忠烈坊舉辦獻花



儀式，不過疫情雖然減緩像往年的國殤日遊行則因為遵守紐約市政府規定而取消，只好在忠烈坊獻花致

敬。 

 

第二次世界大戰美國華裔退伍軍人國會金章法案因新冠疫情而數次改期頒發，終於在二零二一十二月十

八日在紐約華埠孫逸仙中學舉辦，由於紐約市仍實行疫情期間防備規則而分三次在同日頒獎。本會儀仗

隊及宗教主任伍沃欽参加開幕禮儀式。以表彰二萬多服役於第二次世界大戰期間的華裔退伍軍人，這個

國會金章是美國公民可以獲得的最高榮譽的勳章。所有參與第二次大戰獲得榮譽退伍的軍人或家屬將會

得到這個勳章，以表彰他們的忠勇為國及犧牲。 

 

本會在過去用盡辦法通知曾參與第二次世界大戰的會員及其家屬在美國同源設備的網站報名領取他們應

得的國會金章，但仍有一些會員沒有在二零二一五月三十一日截止前報名。本會亦預計到這可能性，於

是在政府提高國會金章五倍價格之前購買了一些國會金章，以備在同源會頒發後自行在本會舉辦的活動

上頒發。本會於二零二二年十月月二十日在二樓伍覺良禮堂頒發所有參與第二次世界大戰獲得榮譽退伍

但未領取金章的軍人家屬國會金章，以表彰他們忠勇為國及犧牲不會遺忘。 

 

在五十年代後期本會先賢決定興建一個紀念碑以表彰華裔軍人對國家的貢獻，幾經辛苦本會才獲得紐約

市政府批准在包厘街一個交通島興建劉錦忠烈坊，自一九六二年揭幕之後，一直是退伍軍人會每年軍人

節遊行及國殤紀念日及其它儀式的重要地方，這個為銘記華裔軍人為國盡忠及犧牲的紀念碑不論在華裔

退伍軍人及華埠居民是一個神聖的地位。在二零二一年十二月，這一個以華人為旨的建築物獲得紐約市

選定成為紐約市地標，公認華人的貢獻及犧牲，證實劉錦忠烈坊在社區的重要性。 

 

因為紐約公園管理局多年忽視對退伍軍人忠烈坊應做的維修，忠烈坊近年已現破落而其結構更是每況愈

下，自二零零零年至今日，儘管本會屢次請求急需維修工作及曾多次會議討論維修計劃，但仍被公園管

理局拖延。直至三年前，公園管理局承諾進行深入工程研究，以確定忠烈坊支柱出現裂縫的根本原因，

但在這三年中，支柱的裂痕惡化，裂縫變得越來越大，市府判斷忠烈坊為不安全建築物，以鐵馬路障包

圍忠烈坊防止行人受傷，隨後用鐵架包著支柱裂縫，穩定坊烈坊不會掉落。本會多次要求查看期待已久

的工程研究報告，終於在今年十月二十三日，公園管理局及紐約市經濟發展處會面討論工程研究報告，

獲悉他們認為可以分階段修復忠烈坊。然而，全體面維修工作及何時完成卻繫於另兩項正在計劃中的工

程，重建劉錦廣場及開放柏路，遙遙無期。 

 

九一一恐襲已經二十多年，近三千人在這恐襲事件中殉命，本會每年在劉錦忠烈坊舉辦燭光追掉會銘記

二十多年前這一項令人永遠不會遺忘及悲慘事件，並向數千名遇難及那些英勇冒著生命危險拯救他人的

英雄致敬。燭光追掉會由本會前任主席伍元天法官主持，參加社區人士眾多，民選官員，中華公所主席，

聯成公所主席，台山寧陽公所主席等社區人士，紐約州退伍軍人總會主席，州婦女會主席和州子弟部主

席等。所有演講嘉賓致詞都談到了他們對這悲慘事件的個人經歷，而且他們仍然感受到這可怕恐襲遺留

下深刻的印象，指出紐約華埠深受恐襲後的經濟衰退影響，在恢復過程中面臨諸多困難。他們中的大多

數人仍然對這一可怕事件產生了揮之不去的影響。 

 

在過去幾年內本會發覺會員參加每年舉辦郊遊的會員人數遊越來越少，似乎會員對一年一度的郊遊已不

感興趣，為了提高會員的參與本會夏季活動，本會在二零二三年一月份舉行的會員大會通過將郊遊委員

會改為夏季活動委員會，並同時授權夏季活動委員會以特殊思考提供一些能增加會員參與的活動。經夏



季活動委員會廣泛及深入的研究，建議本會組織為期七天六晚郵輪之旅，在本年九月十八日起程從紐約

出發前往百慕達。這一項郵輪活動，不但能增加會員們在郵輪上空閒時間友誼切磋，亦可觀賞百慕達島

的美麗風景。 

 

紐約州退伍軍人會第一區是包含布朗士及曼克頓兩個縣，二零二三年在上州賓漢頓舉行的一百零四屆紐

約州總會年會中，第一區非常榮幸獲得會員持續率超出百分一百以上的冠軍獎，在紐約州十區中棑名第

一，這比往年第一區退伍軍人會棑名墊底習慣有天壤之別，我們要感謝所有第一區努力提高會員率的會

員。但在高興之餘，我們更需努力去達到去年的成績，如你知道那一位會員尚未繳交本年會費請通知他

們儘快繳交。希望各會員繼續努力在短暫的兩個月計算結束時達到百分一百。會員們應該去理解你為何

要成為美國退伍軍人會會員，美國退伍軍人會是美國最大的退伍軍人組織，亦是在國會最受尊重及最富

影響力的退伍軍人團體，自一九一九年設立到現在不停的為退伍軍人及其家屬謀取福利。我們應該感到

榮幸有資格成為退伍軍人會會員，這是因為你曾付出重大的代價及犧牲。 

 

本會與紐約市老衛兵會合作贊助三十五名家庭經濟不景漢密頓堡高中學生參加初級預備役軍官訓練班，

這為期六日的夏令營是在紐約西點軍官學校舉辦。這夏令營將會有三百五十位來自大紐約地區的各陸軍，

海軍，空軍，海軍陸戰隊初級預備役學生參加。他們將充分參與各種軍訓活動如速降，獨木舟，越障賽，

高空滑索及學習各種儀式。夏令營目的是培養他們在嚴峻及惡劣環境挑戰中增強他們對社交溝通技能及

領導才能。本會一向秉持美國退伍軍人會四大支柱之一，對培訓年青子弟不遺餘力，更何況這亦是一個

對年青一輩種下他們將來參加退伍軍人會的好機會。 

 

數十年來，譚呀勇及胡國良的家人一直在哀悼他們在第二次世界大戰時被宣布在戰場中失蹤的親人，在

二零二四年九月，這兩名在戰場中失蹤的勇士最終通過先進的技術線粒體分析後確認後，他們終於得到

安息及一個終結。二戰時服役陸軍的譚呀勇在意大利陣亡，他的遺體被埋葬在外國人的墓地，標記為身

份不明。由於美國國防部戰俘及失蹤戰士統計局的不懈努力，所以能夠確認譚呀勇的身份。他的家人得

知這個消息欣喜若狂，在華埠舉辦紀念追悼會，本會眾多會員参加及主持哀悼儀式，美國官方並以隆重

的軍事榮譽將他的遺體安葬於格林活墳埸。這次安葬儀式突顯了政府及社區人士對他為國犧牲深切致敬

及感謝他對國家的貢獻。僅僅幾個月後，美國國防部戰俘及失蹤戰士再次確認了另一位在二戰陣亡的軍

人，胡國良是來自麻州。本會主席及會員，波士頓退伍軍人會及西雅圖退伍軍人會亦派員參與在麻州軍

事榮譽安葬的儀式，向這位陣亡英雄致崇高敬意。他們為國犧牲，永存不朽，更提醒我們無數的英勇戰

士犧牲及對紀念他們的重要。胡國良孫女在追悼會中致詞對國家並沒有遺忘陣亡勇士及各退伍軍人遠道

而來致敬，感謝他們的支持及尊重軍人的悲慘犧牲。 

 

本會儀仗隊非常榮幸繼過去數年一樣受到紐約州總會委派再一次帶領在曼哈頓五大道由紐約退伍軍人同

盟會主辦的美國軍人節遊行退伍軍人節遊行隊伍先行。在十一月十日本會舉辦退伍軍人節遊行，今年遊

行隊伍中包括由馬里蘭州海軍軍官學校的中文文化交流學會的四十名學員，他們已是連續九年派員參與

本會軍人節遊行。同時今年更幸得十名就讀於西點軍校的中文文化交流學生及由康州國防軍中文文化交

流學生前來參加遊行，並受到本會熱情款待，希望過去數年建立的友誼繼續下去。 

 

本會非常感謝紐約州長胡楚及紐約州退伍軍人事務處副處長普羅蘭斯。普羅蘭斯到紐約華裔美國退伍軍

人會舉行的特別表彰儀式，為參與越戰的華裔退伍軍人頒發由紐約州長胡楚簽署的表揚狀。越戰是美國

史上持續時間最長的戰爭，非常不受美國人歡迎。 反戰情緒隨處可見，許多人抗議美國捲入內戰。 即



使在今天，許多美國人仍然問美國在越南的努力是否是一種罪惡、一個錯誤、一場必要的戰爭。越戰退

伍軍人退役後並沒有受到英雄式的歡迎。許多人遭受了仇恨對待，並被勸告不要穿能表明他們是軍人的

製服，因為他們可能會受到敵意。 政府做出了許多努力來糾正錯誤，並開始承認越南退伍軍人的犧牲

和勇敢的服務。 感謝胡楚州長，華裔越戰退伍軍人終於因在美國軍隊中的光榮服役而獲得了遲來的認

可。 出席頒獎典禮的三十七名退伍軍人會成員對他們的服務感到自豪，並對獲得在越戰中的無私奉獻

及忠勇服務國家的認同感到滿意。 

 

本會大樓是一座已有百年歷史的建築物，這樓宇不但是本會行政樞紐更是本會一切活動的場所，保持大

樓維修是非常重要的。在過去五年內，大樓進行一些大型工程，首先是更換高功能暖爐系統，提高能源

效率。其次是更換智能電錶，這免除每月的人工閱讀的潛在錯誤。最後是大樓升降機更新，這一項工程

不但是符合紐約市的規定，把已經使用近百年及很快被淘汰的滾輪機系，改為最先進科技的牽引系統，

這工程不但達到市府規定，而且更提高日常使用的效能及安全。這些現代化更新確保本會大樓繼續符合

本會未來的發展。 

 

本會幾位會員在這幾年來得到退伍軍人會及社區的贊譽，在二零二二年紐約州退伍軍人總會在上州賓漢

頓舉辦的一百零四屆年會中，我非常榮幸獲頒二零二二年度紐約退伍軍人獎。能得這崇高榮譽個人成就，

需得本會各同袍的極大支持及合作，繼續發揚會務，更感謝伍覺良董事長的提攜及鼓勵。王咪咪前任主

席獲州眾議員卡范納提名進入紐約州退伍軍人名人堂，王主席是本會第一位女主席，她仍在紐約市退伍

軍人醫院擔任營養師繼續為退伍軍人服務。朱超然前任主席獲選為中華公所主席，成為社區領袖。朱主

席在美國海軍服務多年，他對服務本會及僑社不遺餘力，他得到各社區團體選為中華公所主席，我們衷

心向他祝賀。 

 

很難想像我在退伍軍人會已經忙碌的任務中竟然會變成更加繁忙，雖然我服務退伍軍人會仍然是首要任

務，但多年來，我對社區服務範圍日益增廣。自擔任華埠商改區五年董事長之後，我仍然積極參與商改

區的多個委員會，繼續倡導及發展華埠繁榮，推動經濟復甦及社區安全。除了繁忙於商改區服務，我非

常榮幸獲選為梅氏公所主席，能夠為梅氏族務稍盡微力，推展會務，深感慶幸。我亦是中華公所董事會

的成員，中華公所歷史悠久致力為僑胞謀求福祉。此外，我亦參與通達華埠工作小組及其他多個社區服

務團體，這使我能夠與那些熱衷於增加社區福利的人士合作。雖然我的責任日益增加，工作繁忙亦與日

俱增＇但總覺得能繼續致力服務社區而欣慰。 

 

我慶幸在五年的繁忙中能做到不少有利於退伍軍人會的大小事項，想到五年來能盡己所能和誠懇地為退

伍軍人會服務及為會務的進展效勞，不禁感到一點自豪及安慰。當我們預備慶祝本會成立八十週年之時，

我領略到本會過去五年來的成就，亳無疑問如果不是前賢具有過人的遠見及他們建下的宏厚基礎是絕對

不能達到的。但在我們失去數十年以來最資深及欽佩的伍覺良董事長，前路肯定比以往艱難，我們應繼

續團結努力為會服務，體諒前人創業艱辛，各盡所能為退伍軍人會續創輝煌的一頁。本會極需年青的會

員來補充我們的行列，他們充滿活力及鬥志，必能為本會創造新的理念。幸好年青的一輩源源不絕的參

加本會，我深信這些年青的會員定能繼續為本會發揚光大，這豈不令我為本會前途感到興奮。 
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