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October, 2025
Dear Legionnaires F& & 7 -

We truly hope you had an enjoyable, safe, and healthy summer, filled with time to relax, recharge, and
make great memories with family and friends.

At this year's New York Department Convention, New York County was once again recognized for its
outstanding achievement in membership, finishing first across the entire department. The County received
several awards and was honored with front-row seating during the convention. We’re proud to share that Lt.
Kimlau Post 1291 played a major role in this success by reaching 100% membership for the year, recruiting
28 new members. While we are proud of our recruiting efforts, we also recognize, as every successful
American Legion post does, that retaining members is just as important as bringing in new ones. Sustaining
an engaged and active membership is critical to our mission.

Over the past decade, the makeup of Kimlau Post has undergone significant changes. Once made up
primarily of WWII veterans, our membership has transitioned through the Vietnam generation to now
include many Gulf War veterans. In tandem with this shift, our Post has evolved from a neighborhood
gathering space into a regional hub, drawing members from all five boroughs and the greater metropolitan
area. The cultural character of the Post has naturally changed with time. Mah-jong games, once a daily
fixture, are now only a memory. Afternoon coffee gatherings are still enjoyed by a few regulars, but we know
that for many of our newer members, who live farther away or work full-time these traditional forms of
connection no longer suffice.

Recognizing this, we’ve been working actively to supplement our core programming, such as the Memorial
Day Parade, 9/11 Remembrance, Veterans Day Parade, Thanksgiving and Christmas luncheons, and our
annual scholarship ceremony, with new, flexible opportunities for social connection and camaraderie. We're
excited to announce the successful launch of a new initiative focused on strengthening bonds among
members: Post 1291’s Social Engagement Initiative. Special thanks to Vice Commander Bo Chen, along
with Arron and Julia Burleson, for organizing this important milestone event. On August 3rd, we held our
first event, a casual “Meet and greet’ at the Post Auditorium. This gathering brought together over 20
Legionnaires for an afternoon of refreshments, conversation, and community-building. The goal was simple:
create a relaxed space for members to get to know one another and foster a deeper sense of fellowship.
Attendees enjoyed light refreshments; including pizza, salad, fruit, drinks, and dessert, while engaging in
discussions that included: Self-introductions and military experiences, navigating the transition from service
to civilian life, contacts and resources for veteran benefits, suggestions and feedback for future events.

As part of our ongoing commitment to member engagement, we plan to host at least one social event per
month going forward. These will be announced at least a month in advance to allow for planning. On days
when general post meetings are held, social events may be scheduled to coincide, encouraging greater
participation.

The 107th New York Department Convention was held in Syracuse. Convention delegates unanimously
elected U. S. Army veteran John R. Miga of American Legion Dunkirk Memorial Post 62, 8" District in
Dunkirk to lead the Department of New York in 2025-2026. Commander Miga is a retired representative of
Prudential Insurance and Financial Services. In the army, he trained as an infantryman and served at the
38th Parallel in South Korea. He will visit American Legion Posts across the state, bringing to local
communities the Legion’s action-oriented message of support for veterans, families and community. In
particular, he will champion the “Be the One” campaign to curb veteran suicide.

Air Force veteran and retired Kansas judge Dan K. Wiley was elected the 2025-2026 National Commander
of The American Legion on August 28 at the organization’s 106th National Convention in Tampa. In his
acceptance remarks, Wiley pledged to continue advancing the Legion’s Be the One suicide prevention
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initiative, calling it a personal mission shaped by his own journey through depression. “Be the One is a
passionate mission for me,” Wiley said. “Taking care of one another is who we are.” He urged the Legion
Family to embrace his theme of “Better Together,” emphasizing teamwork among posts, Auxiliary units,
Sons of The American Legion, and Riders chapters. A lifelong Legionnaire, Wiley is a member of Post 23 in
Leavenworth, Kansas, and has served as both department commander and National Executive
Committeeman. He pledged to “have the backs” of veterans, just as the Legion has stood with service
members since 1919.

Outgoing National Commander James LaCoursiere Jr. praised the dedication of Legion Family members
nationwide. Setting aside his prepared remarks, the Connecticut Legionnaire spoke from the heart, lauding
members’ compassion in times of crisis and calm. He urged continued focus on pressing challenges such
as suicide prevention, veteran homelessness, and support for post-9/11 veterans. LaCoursiere also
encouraged participation in the USA 250 Challenge, a wellness and service initiative leading up to
America’s semiquincentennial.

Speaking before a full house at the American Legion National Convention in Tampa, Fla., Director of
National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard called on veterans to continue their service to the nation beyond the
battlefield. Gabbard, a lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army Reserve and Iraqg War veteran, reminded
Legionnaires that unity and leadership are vital in facing today’s challenges. “We face many challenges and
threats across this country,” she said. “These are not partisan issues. We can overcome them when we
stand together as one. And there are no better leaders than those who have borne the battle.” The former
Hawaii congresswoman, the highest-ranking Pacific Islander American in U.S. government history,
emphasized her agency’s mission to deliver intelligence that is accurate, unbiased, and free of political
influence. She urged veterans to honor their oath of service by continuing to lead, unite, and safeguard the
nation’s future.

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary Doug Collins delivered a powerful message at The American
Legion National Convention in Tampa, urging veterans to “Be the One” for their brothers and sisters in arms.
“As veterans we are a small population in this country, and if we don’t stand up for each other, nobody will,”
said Collins, stressing the American Legion’s mission to combat veteran and servicemember suicide. He
urged attendees to take personal responsibility by supporting programs such as the Legion’s Buddy Check
and VA’s upcoming National Buddy Check Week. “Count to 17 and say, ‘| will Be the One,” he challenged.
Coallins, who also serves as an Air Force Reserve chaplain, shared updates on the Department of Veterans
Affairs’ progress and priorities. He noted that the VA’s claims backlog has dropped from 260,000 in January
2025 to under 150,000, reflecting a stronger focus on veterans over bureaucracy. Plans include expanding
community care under the Mission Act, extending clinic hours for younger veterans and working families,
and strengthening efforts to reduce homelessness. “The VA no longer works for itself,” Collins declared.
“The VA works for America’s veterans.”

Medal of Honor recipient and Legionnaire Dwight Birdwell brought humor, humility, and inspiration to
delegates at The American Legion’s national convention in Tampa. Recalling the White House ceremony in
2022 where President Biden presented him the nation’s highest award for valor, Birdwell said the president
jokingly declared him “crazy” after reading his heroic citation, drawing laughter and applause. Birdwell
earned the Medal of Honor for his extraordinary actions during the 1968 Tet Offensive in Vietnam, where,
despite multiple wounds, he rallied soldiers under fire and helped turn the tide at Tan Son Nhut Airbase.
Accepting the award, Birdwell said he views himself only as a custodian for the fallen and their families.

It has been twenty-four years since the unforgettably tragic day that took nearly 3,000 lives on September
11, 2001. Many continue to suffer and our Post will not let it be forgotten by continuing to host a candlelight
remembrance at Kimlau Square to pay tribute to the thousands who perished and honor the heroes who
bravely risked their lives to save others. Past Commander, Hon. Randall Eng conducted the remembrance
ceremony of the 9/11 event. The 9/11 remembrance was attended by the Department of Family Leadership;
Commander John Miga; Auxiliary President Maureen Morgan, Detachment Commander Joe Guidice Jr,
New York State Assembly-member Grace Lee and Lester Chang, New York City Councilman Christopher
Marte, CCBA President, our very own Past Commander Antonio Chuy, Nig Yung Association President Max
Ng, New 5th Precinct Captain Michael Lam and many other city and state government officials. All guest



speakers spoke about their personal experiences and most of them still have lingering effects of this horrific
event.

Have you visited the Lt. Kimlau Post website (www.ltkimlau.com) recently? If you have, you may have
noticed its fresh, modern design. A big thank you goes to everyone involved in this project, especially Aaron
Burleson, who spearheaded the redesign and introduced many improvements to make the site more user-
friendly. We also extend our gratitude to Wayne Hom, the original architect of our website, whose vision laid
the foundation for what we have today. The website has become a true source of pride for the Post, and we
are continuing to improve it so that it serves as a central hub of information. From the latest calendar of Post
activities and newsletters to announcements, applications, publications, and even our 80th Anniversary
Journal, the website is designed to keep you informed and connected. We encourage you to visit the site
often to stay updated on what’s happening at the Post!

Following the lead of the New York Department and the National organization in adopting new dress code
guidelines for meetings and conventions, the Post membership has approved a standard dress code for
Post meetings and parades. It is preferred that Legion polo shirts be worn for these events. However, the
traditional jacket and tie remain welcome for those who wish to continue wearing them. Members are
encouraged to purchase their Legion polos through mylegion.org or contact the Post for assistance with
ordering.

Please be advised that the membership has approved a change to the Post's operating hours. Beginning
immediately, the Post will be closed on Tuesdays and Saturdays. We appreciate your understanding and
cooperation as we adjust our schedule to better meet the needs of our members.
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1. Post Activities &}
The following motions were approved during the June 29, 2025 General Meeting:
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a. Approved the Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 2025-2026 budget plan.
ARG —FH - AE FE NEETER -

b. Approve new members of the “Post Scholarship Committee” (Howard Chin, Wayne Hom and Sean
Tse) for the LY 2025-2028 term.
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c. Approved new members of the “Post Compliance Committee” (Mini Wang, Frank Gee and Howard
Chin) for the LY 2025-2028 term. Thomas Ong to fill the position vacated by Kenneth Wong.
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d. Approved to appoint Robert E. Lee, Esg. as the Post Legal Consultant for LY 2025-2026.
AR OR S A G AT AN -

e. Approved a one-time $30.00 2025 transportation reimbursement for meetings and functions to all
members with over 15 years of good standing membership status with the Lt. Kimlau Post (as
determined by Post records as of June 2025). Deadline to claim the special reimbursement is
December 31, 2025.
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f.  Approve to host the 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at 5:00 pm to integrate with the Department
Commander Visitation on the same day.

T AE TRy — BT R AT .
g. Approve to participate in the LMHA July 4™ Parade.
SEASE 20T 35E B B B H A T o

h. Approve to establish the standard dress code for Post Officers conducting meeting and members
participating parades. Members are required to wear American Legion Polo shirt to ensure uniform
and dignified appearance.

A b I R ik B S 2 e Ty B 2 SR PR ML & U S ER 2 (Polo Shirt) -

i. Approve to participate in the July 5™ “Untold story of the Chinese-American contributions” at Kimlau
Square.
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k. Approve to close the Post Operation and office on Saturday effective immediately in
additional to Closing Tuesday.
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2. News/Announcement/Gossip

The 2025-2026 Membership cards have arrived and ready for pick up. Members can remit the $30.00
membership dues by mail or in person (daily except Tuesday and Saturday). Members’ eligible (fifteen
or more continuous membership years) for the Post 2025 Transportation Reimbursement can substitute
this payment for annual dues.
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3. Taps i &

We are sad to report the following legionnaires have passed on to the Commander of us all post
everlasting.

May Our Comrades Rest In Peace!

Thomas J. Lee ## & {1~ (May 25) Glenn Bat (Jun 25)
YipOnWong & F %¢ (Jun 25) George Cheung (Aug 25)
Stanley Chin [ 5 & (Aug 25) Cooly Y. Chung #& 4 fi& (Sep 25)

4. New/Transfer Members St \& &8
There were three new member approved by the last General meetings

FEFYR G BRG RAFER X ERE @B M o N g & A -

Melissa Lee Zzfikx  (Gulf — Air Force) Chris Yu Yan BiF{# (Gulf — Army)
Allen Eric Yu #3#e:E  (Gulf — Marine) Ming Shun Huang #$4%% (Gulf — Navy)
Allen Haolun Wang T i&ff  (Gulf — Army) David Ho (Lebanon/Grenada — Army)
Jade Spurgueon f}+ % (Gulf — Air Force) Chiyuan Yang (Gulf — Army)

Robert Stephan Sikorski  (Vietnam — Army) New F. Wong & & (WWII— Army)
Kenneth Michael Caraglio (Gulf — Army) Allen Huang (Gulf — Army)

Christina Lai (Gulf — Air Force) Yin Yi (Cindy) Tan [§E&{# (Gulf — Army)
Weng F. Chan (Gulf — Navy) Wang Chan [§i7= (Gulf — Navy)

Janice Luo (Gulf — Army) William Shum ypf&ER  (Gulf — Air Force)
Rambo Lee (Gulf — Army) Dong Liang Ruan [iffE  (Gulf — Navy)

Please join us to welcome the above new members. Hope to see all of you in future functions.

FMEGH b & KA FRAIITE] - A2 S A & S S -

We hope the above information will be of interest to you and we hope to hear from you soon.
Let us know what we can do for you. Until we meet again, stay well!
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THE STAFF  A&{THUMHA A B
Kenneth Wong SH#H, Bo Chen B 3%, Wilem Wong H{HH&, Hon Pun Chan B
Gabe B. Mui #§ZA17, Howard Chin [§/182, Ping Wing Chu &/§%&, Wan Y. Tam /%




Important Dates to Remember (October 2025 — December 2025)
AE_AFETAZ_ AR T AGRKEHHESR

Sunday, October 5, 2025
Post Executive Meeting
2 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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Sunday, October 12, 2025
Post General Meeting
2 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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Friday, October 10, 2025

Double Ten Parade (March-off 4:30 pm)
Dinner at “Sun Hong Wong Restaurant”

100 Bowery (6:00 pm)

(Pending General Membership approval)
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Sunday, November 9, 2025

Veterans’ Day Parade/Ceremony
(March-off 1:00 pm)

Lunch at 2 pm, House of Joy Restaurant
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Tuesday, November 11, 2025

Veterans’ Day Mid-town 5" Avenue Parade
(12:00 Noon) Hosted by United War Veterans
Council
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Sunday, November 16, 2025
Post Thanksgiving Party
1 to 3 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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Sunday, December 14, 2025
Post Christmas Party
1 to 3 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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