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September, 2026
Dear Legionnaires FH & & K :

We truly hope you had an enjoyable, safe, and healthy summer, filled with time to relax, recharge, and
make great memories with family and friends.

We proudly kicked off our America 250 commemorative activities in partnership with the Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA). It was a memorable and inspiring day that began with
our Post Color Guard ceremonially raising the American flag from the front of the CCBA building to its
rooftop, where it flew proudly. Inside the CCBA auditorium, elected officials, veterans, and community
leaders gathered to celebrate our nation's 250th anniversary. In his address, Commander Wong
reflected on the struggles and sacrifices of our nation's Founding Fathers, whose courage and
determination secured the freedoms we enjoy today. He also highlighted the remarkable contributions
of Chinese Americans throughout our nation's history. Commander Wong shared that his own great-
grandfather was among the Chinese laborers who endured tremendous hardship while helping build
the Transcontinental Railroad. He noted that more than 20,000 Chinese Americans served during
World War Il, many of whom were not yet U.S. citizens but answered the call to defend their adopted
homeland. Bridging history with the present, he celebrated the achievements of Chinese Americans
today, who continue to excel in medicine, science, technology, business, public service, and countless
other fields.

On Independence Day, we continued a tradition established in recent years by participating in the
Lower Manhattan Historical Association's Independence Day Parade. Beginning at Castle Clinton in
Battery Park, our contingent proudly carried a magnificent oversized American flag through the
historic streets of Lower Manhattan to Fraunces Tavern. The strong participation from Chinatown sent
a powerful and unmistakable message: Chinese Americans are an integral part of this nation, and we
proudly celebrate our American heritage.

Just days later, on July 9, exactly 250 years after the first public reading of the Declaration of
Independence in New York City, our Post Color Guard had the distinct honor of leading the
commemorative parade from City Hall Park down Broadway to Bowling Green. Standing on the very
streets where George Washington's soldiers and generations of early Americans once gathered, we
proudly participated in the 250th-anniversary reenactment of that historic reading, helping bring one of
our nation's defining moments to life.

The 108th New York Department Convention, held in Syracuse, unanimously elected Vietham-era
veteran Thomas R. Schreck of Rochester, N.Y., as Commander of The American Legion Department
of New York on July 18, 2026.Commander Schreck enlisted in the U.S. Navy in 1969 and served
aboard the USS San Marcos and USS Plymouth Rock, with deployments to the Mediterranean,
Caribbean, Central America and South America. A member of Chili American Legion Post 1830 since
1989, Schreck has held leadership positions at every level of The American Legion. He is a longtime
advocate for veterans and youth programs and has been actively involved with New York Boys State
since 2004.


http://www.ltkimlau.com/

Post leadership had the pleasure of attending Cathay Post 384’s 95th Anniversary celebration in San
Francisco on August 1. Over the years, Kimlau Post 1291 has developed a close and lasting
friendship with our fellow Legionnaires at Cathay Post. We were especially grateful for their friendship
and support when members of Cathay Post traveled to New York to join us in celebrating our 80th
Anniversary two years ago. During our visit to San Francisco, we received a warm and generous
welcome throughout the celebration. A special highlight of the evening was the installation of Cathay
Post officers, conducted by Past National Commander Fang A. Wong. We congratulate Cathay Post
on 95 years of dedicated service to veterans and the community.

At The American Legion’s 107th National Convention in Louisville, outgoing National Commander
Dan K. Wiley reflected on his year of service and reaffirmed his commitment to America’s veterans:
“The American Legion will always have your back.” Commander Wiley highlighted the Legion’s
support for the Take Care of America’s Veterans Act, which would strengthen VA funding, expand
mental health and suicide prevention programs, and improve benefits and support for disabled
veterans, caregivers and families. He also pointed to the Legion’s advocacy accomplishments,
including helping veterans obtain more than $29 billion in VA benefits and advancing new treatment
opportunities for veterans.

On September 3, delegates unanimously elected Colorado Legionnaire Jay Bowen as the new
National Commander for 2026-2027. Commander Bowen introduced his theme, “Be Part of the
Solution” (BPOTS), calling on Legionnaires to work together to strengthen the organization and better
serve veterans, their families and communities. He will continue The American Legion’s Be the One
mission to prevent veteran suicide, emphasizing that any number greater than zero is too many. His
fundraising initiative will support the Veterans and Children Foundation, providing temporary financial
assistance to veterans and families while supporting training for accredited Veterans Service Officers.

VA Secretary Doug Collins delivered an inspiring address outlining the Department of Veterans Affairs’
efforts to improve efficiency, expand access to care and strengthen suicide prevention. He highlighted
significant progress in reducing the disability claims backlog, cutting the average wait from 145 days
to 75 days. He also reported a 16% increase in community-care visits, expanding veterans’ access to
medical services. Addressing the critical issue of veteran suicide, Collins noted that 60% of veterans
lost to suicide had not contacted the VA. He urged Legionnaires to help bridge that gap by reaching
out to fellow veterans and promoting the American Legion’s “Be the One” initiative.

For the first time, two Medal of Honor recipients addressed the National Convention. Retired Navy
SEAL Master Chief Britt Slabinski, president of the Congressional Medal of Honor Society, reminded
Legionnaires that the Medal represents not only the recipient but also the comrades who served and
sacrificed alongside him. He said “Honor is not something you possess. Honor is something you
practice.” Medal of Honor recipient Donald “Doc” Ballard challenged Legionnaires to welcome,
mentor and prepare the next generation of veterans to lead. He emphasized suicide prevention and
cited the success of Buddy Check, which has surpassed 2.1 million wellness checks.

The convention also honored the 20th anniversary of The American Legion Legacy Run. Despite the
tragic death of Assistant Chief Road Guard Michael Haas during the nearly 1,000-mile ride, more than
230 Riders and passengers continued the journey, raising more than $1 million for The American
Legion Veterans & Children Foundation.
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1. Post Activities &%
The following motions were approved during the June 28, 2026 General Meeting:
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a. Approved the Lt. Kimlau Post 1291 2026-2027 budget plan.
WEAG _F _NEH_LFEEA -

b. Approve new members of the “Post Scholarship Committee” (Gabe Mui, Don Yee and Henry
Wong) for the LY 2026-2029 term.
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c. Approved new members of the “Post Compliance Committee” (Sean Tse, Bo Chen and
Thomas Ong) for the LY 2026-2029 term. Ping Wing Chu to fill the position vacated by Mimi
Wang.
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d. Approved to appoint Robert E. Lee, Esg. as the Post Legal Consultant for LY 2026-2027.
AR PR (R A & A A

e. Approved a one-time $30.00 2026 transportation reimbursement for meetings and functions to
all members with over 15 years of good standing membership status with the Lt. Kimlau Post
(as determined by Post records as of June 2026). Deadline to claim the special reimbursement
is December 31, 2026.
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f. Approve to participate in the CCBA celebration of America’s 250" Anniversary.
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g. Approve to participate in the LMHA July 4™ Parade.
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h. Approve to participate in the July 9" reading of the Declaration of Independence and Parade.
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i. Approve to host the 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at 5:00 pm to integrate with the
Department Commander Visitation on the same day.
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2. News/Announcement/Gossip

The 2026-2027 Membership cards have arrived and ready for pick up. Members can remit the
$30.00 membership dues by mail or in person (daily except Tuesday and Saturday). Members’
eligible (fifteen or more continuous membership years) for the Post 2026 Transportation
Reimbursement can substitute this payment for annual dues.
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3. Taps filidier &

We are sad to report the following legionnaires have passed on to the Commander of us all post
everlasting.

May Our Comrades Rest In Peace!

Wah Chong Jew #3 # £ (March 26) Suey Ho Ng ff Fi Bk (March 26)
Kenneth K. Chew #f % (April 26) John B. Yee # {% & (May 26)

Roger Lee & [§ % (June 26)

4. New/Transfer Members $t A& & &
There were three new member approved by the last General meetings
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Nestor Jairo Sierra B {f#t (Gulf Marine) Mantai Wong F &% (Gulf — Navy)
Ludovic Lee-Freithofnig Z={5{# (Gulf — Marine)

Please join us to welcome the above new members. Hope to see all of you in future functions.
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We hope the above information will be of interest to you and we hope to hear from you soon.
Let us know what we can do for you. Until we meet again, stay well!
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THE STAFF AEr{TEy[MH> AR
Kenneth Wong #2, Bo Chen [ifi %, Wilem Wong, &{Hi&, Don Yee Ri8{%&
Gabe B. Mui ¥§417, Howard Chin /2%, Ping Wing Chu Z&//4%, Mimi Wang F Bk
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Important Dates to Remember (September 2026 — December 2026)
KGg_ARNENAZTRET B EEHER

Sunday, September 20, 2026
Post Executive Meeting
2 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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Sunday, September 27, 2026
Post General Meeting
2 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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Saturday, October 10, 2026

Double Ten Parade (March-off 4:30 pm)
Dinner at “Sun Hong Wong Restaurant”

100 Bowery (6:00 pm)

(Pending General Membership approval)
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Sunday, November 8, 2026

Veterans’ Day Parade/Ceremony
(March-off 1:00 pm)

Lunch at 2 pm, House of Joy Restaurant
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Wednesday, November 11, 2026

Veterans’ Day Mid-town 5" Avenue Parade
(12:00 Noon) Hosted by United War Veterans
Council
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Sunday, November 22, 2026
Kimlau Post Thanksgiving Party
1 to 3 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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Sunday, December 20, 2026
Kimlau Post Christmas Party
1 to 3 pm at Post Chairman Peter Woo Auditorium
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